Surgical fires--learn not to burn.
Consequences of a surgical fire can be deadly. Fires can occur in any setting where invasive procedures are performed. The basic principle to remember is that people start most fires, and people can prevent them. Fire safety training is essential so that staff members recognize the elements of the fire triangle and how these elements come together every day in their practice. Fire drills are an important aspect of this training. Education also must include review of written policies and procedures on fire safety and prevention. Staff members must learn how to respond to and fight fires on or in the patient. Fire safety and prevention must be a priority for managers and staff members.